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Box Wo . [ Basis of the opfnion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on Ihe basis of the Inlemationai application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language Into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation fiitnished tor the puiposea of international search 
{under Rules 12.3 and 23.1Cb)). 
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a. type of material: 
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□ tabte(s) relatffit to the sequence listing 

b. formal of material: 

□ In written format 

□ \t\ coitiputer readable form 

c. time of (iling/furni3hing: 

□ coniBlned in the intemaiionai application as filed. 

□ filed together with ^e international application In computer readabie form. 
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appropriate, were furnished. 
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Noveit)r(N) Yes: Claims 1,9,12 

No: Claims 

inventive step {IS) Yes: CiaimE 

No: Claims 1,9,12 
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No: Claims 
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WRfTTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AITTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



iftternational application No, 



PCT/NL2004/000856 



The following documents (D) are referred to in this communication; the numbering will be adhered 

to in the rest of the pHrocedure: 

D1 : WO 01/10947 A (EASTMAN CHEM CO) 15 February 2001 (2001-02-15) 
D2: WO 99/1 5433 A (BARSKI ROMAN F JR ; CAHILL PAUL J (US); AMOCO CORP (US); 
ROTTER GEORGE) 1 April 1999(1999-04-01) 

1 Novelty (Article 33(2) PCX) 

1.1 Present Main Ciaims 1, 9 and 12 describe an oxygen scavenging composition, its use for 
oxygen scavenging objects as well as related objects. The composition ace, to Claim 1 is required 
to comprise a polycondensale, an oKidatton catalyst and a copolymer comprising polypropylene 

oxide ppo) segments, characterised by its preparation from monomers polymerised in presence 
of the ppo segments, 

1 .2 D2, cited by the applicant In the description, discloses a similar oxygen scavenging composition 
which differs in that the ppo segment copolymer has been prepared by reacting the ppo segments 
with a pre-formed polymer (cf. p.32 and table 3 on p.33). 

1 .3 D1 claims a composition comprising copolymers which also may include ppo containing 
segments (c!, claims 1 ,3). In the examples (cf. esp. exs. 18-21) a different polyalkylene oxide 
copolymer Is prepared by reaction of the polyaH^yiene oxide component (apparently polybutylene 
oxide) wftti comonomers, apparently in analogy to Une process of the Application. 

1 .4 Present Ciaims 1 , 9 and 1 2 appear to meet the requirements of Art. 33(2) PCT, 

2 inventive Step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

2.1 D1 which appears to represent the closest prior art, discloses a composition from which the 
composition of present Claim 1 differs in that copolymers comprising ppo segments are used, 

2.2 However, this differing technical feature does no? appear to produce any marked technical effect 
over the prior ait (cf. e.g. ex.1 8 / table 9 of D1 ). 

2.3 The problem of the present application could thus be described as providing an alternative 
oxygen scavenging composition which can easily be solved by the skilled person by a straight-away 
choice of materials. 

2.4 Present Claims 1, 9 and 12 do therefore not appear to meet the requirements of Art, 33(3) PCT. 
g D gSgriptj oQ 

To meet Uie requiremants of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, document D1 should be Identified in the descrip- 
tion and the relevant background art disclosed therein should be briefly discussed. 
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